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The National (UEA): The case of the disappearing lakes

Sebastien Berger, Foreign Correspondent 

· Last Updated: June 14. 2008 7:28PM UAE / June 14. 2008 3:28PM GMT

A comparison of satellite images from 1987 and 2005 shows a decrease in the extent of glaciers on Speke, Stanley, and Baker peaks in the Rwenzori Mountains, which lie on the equator between Uganda and Democratic Republic of the Congo. Courtesy of UNEP Web Atlas

JOHANNESBURG // The radically shifting landscape of Africa, in the face of mankind’s growing impact on the world’s oldest continent, has been revealed in a new atlas of satellite images.

The book, launched by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) at a conference in Johannesburg, gathers more than 300 before and after images from space of more than 100 locations in Africa’s 53 countries. The time span is as long as 35 years in some cases, and the changes are astonishing.

Lake Faguibine, a vast body of water in Mali, covered an estimated 590 sq km in 1974. But extended periods of low rainfall in the late 1980s saw it dry up completely, and despite a return to normal levels of precipitation, it has not recovered. A 2006 picture shows the area once covered in water is now bare.

“That’s basically gone,” said a UNEP spokesman, pointing to an image of another lake, Alemaya in Ethiopia. In the mid-1980s it was as deep as eight metres in places, covering almost five sq km, and in a 1986 image from space it is a rich, dark blue. There is no such colour on the equivalent photo from 2005. Instead much of it is a sandy pale yellow, with a few patches of green, and two neighbouring lakes, Adeyle and Finkile, are noticeably smaller. According to the atlas, the difference is largely the result of increased agricultural production, which has seen demand for irrigation water rise dramatically, along with deforestation, and possibly rising temperatures.

The shrinking of the glaciers on Mount Kilimanjaro is well known, but the book shows that in Uganda, the glaciers topping Mts Stanley, Speke and Baker in the Ruwenzori range – otherwise known as “mountains of the moon” – decreased significantly between 1987 and 2005. Those on Mt Baker, a peak almost 5,000m high, virtually disappeared under pressure from climate change.

The book “clearly demonstrates the vulnerability of people in the region to forces often outside their control”, said Achim Steiner, the executive director of UNEP. But he said the positive changes, which the atlas also highlights, “are the beacons we need to follow to ensure the survival of Africa’s people and their economically important nature-based assets”.

Spreading for thousands of kilometres from north to south, Africa’s unusual orientation – most continents run east to west – and geographical location, spanning the equator, leave it vulnerable to the planet’s changing climate. It already has a vast range of terrains, ranging from the stark aridity of the Sahara to the lush forests of the Democratic Republic of Congo, but also suffers extremes of weather, partly because of ocean currents and the movement of cold air from Antarctica, which will most likely be exaggerated by climate change.

To that must be added its growing population, now approaching one billion people, and grinding poverty. 

Africa is by far the world’s poorest continent, and at the macroeconomic level can little afford to tackle climate change, for which it is barely responsible anyway. At the microeconomic level, no impoverished subsistence farmer is going to back away from cutting down a patch of forest to plant the crops that will feed his family, the difference between survival and starvation here and now, because of some distant concerns about long-term viability and sustainability.

The dilemma is clearly illustrated in a pair of photos taken three months apart in Mozambique. Before the slash-and-burn season started in 2006, the woodland south-west of Beira was an unbroken expanse of green. A few weeks later it was little more than a patchwork of scars, strings of gaps showing where plants had been cut down and incinerated to clear and fertilise the soil.

The conflict is at play even at the other economic extreme, in the continent’s wealthiest country, South Africa. The ecologically unique fynbos, a Mediterranean-style plant ecosystem outside Cape Town, home to 6,210 species that occur nowhere else in the world, is a valuable generator of tourism but is under pressure from urban development and agriculture. And Midrand, between Pretoria and Johannesburg, was once open farmland but is now a sprawling series of industrial estates, where tens of thousands of people earn a living.

It is an issue that has begun to exercise environmentalists. “Poverty is the most toxic pollutant in the world,” said Nick Nuttall, a spokesman for UNEP. “We have to overcome poverty, but we should not do it by sacrificing the nature-based resources of Africa. These are the underpinning of all economic activity.” Rain-dependent agriculture is the mainstay of most African economies, he pointed out.

“Rain comes from forests and if you deforest, you rundown the source of your rivers and your rainfall and you have a very vulnerable scenario. But at the moment there’s no economic incentive for many tropical countries not to chop down their forests.”

Negotiations are due next year in Copenhagen on a successor to the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, which will attempt to create a mechanism under which tropical countries will be paid to preserve their standing forests, although there is no certainty of an effective deal.

“We have to conserve these not just for the sake of the livelihoods of African people but the entire planet,” Mr Nuttall said. “Forests in Democratic Republic of Congo are soaking up European, American and Japanese CO2 emissions and they are doing it for free. We have to start paying for it.”
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Gulf Times: Qapco honours art contest winners[image: image1.png]



Published: Sunday, 15 June, 2008, 12:54 AM Doha Time

Business Reporter                         
A PRIZE award ceremony was held at the InterContinental for some 70 winners of a painting competition held as part of the World Environment Day. 
About 1,000 children between 4 and 18 years had taken part in the competition.
Qatar Petrochemical Company was the main sponsor of the painting contest, organised by the International Academy for Intercultural Development (IAID) in association with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
Qapco was represented at the award ceremony by Jassim al-Malki, safety and environment manager. 
Saif al-Hajari, Qatar Foundation vice-chairman and president of Friends of Environment Centre and officials from Virginia Commonwealth University School of the Arts in Qatar were present. 
Several other functions were held within the framework of World Environment Day celebrations, including a painting workshop. 
Qapco general manager Mohamed Yousef al-Mulla said the company was taking part in the event because of its concern for the environment and desire to lift Qatar’s image as a country which supports global awareness initiatives on this. Al-Malki thanked all participants in the painting competition and congratulated the winners. 
He said Qapco had been awarded the ISO 14001:2004 certification in Environment Management System (EMS), due to its implementing and complying with the highest environmental standards.  
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The New Nation (Bangladesh): 60 pc under-5 children live with death or disability threat

UNB, Dhaka

More than 60 percent of the country's total under-five child population is living with high death or disability threat because of indoor pollution, according to a research article.

It says 90 in 100 children on average are affected by indoor air pollution every hour in Bangladesh. People living in urban slums, high-rise apartments or in old and dark houses suffer the most. The indoor air pollutants infect almost 88 per cent of the total population.

Citing statistics of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and EPA, the article says about 2.8 million premature deaths occur every year due to indoor air pollution. As many as 80 percent of all diseases in the world are associated with water usage or poor environmental hygiene. The household environment of the poor people, especially women and children in developing countries, carries the biggest risks to health.

A study conducted by Environment and Social Development Organization-ESDO mentioned that in Bangladesh, both urban and rural areas, face the greatest threat from indoor pollution, where about 110 million (11 crore) people continue to rely on traditional fuels such as firewood, charcoal, and cow dung, LPG or natural gas and crude oil for cooking and heating.

Concentrations of indoor pollutants in households that burn traditional fuels are alarming. Burning such fuels produces large amount of smoke and other air pollutants in the confined space of a home, resulting in high exposure. Women and children are the groups most vulnerable as they spend more time indoors and are exposed to the smoke.

The study says people spend their day in different places-indoors at home and at work and outdoors on fields and crowded roads. These different places can have different levels of air pollution. How much pollution a person breathes depends very much on whether he or she is rich or poor, man or woman, infant or elderly.

The study indicates that particulate matters concentrate in kitchens due to the burning of bio-fuels which are known to be as higher as 30-55 times as per the WHO standard, while concentrations at the workplace for primary workers can be as high as 15-25 times the standard. Though outdoor concentrations are about 2.5-3.5 times in urban and rural Bangladesh as per the WHO standard, it is 10-15 times the standard in the country's slums.

Air pollution causes a range of health impacts from increasing the risk of death to increased asthma attacks, causing losses of income and greater medical expenses.

The study estimates that the deaths and asthma attack due to various forms of indoor pollution are three times higher nationwide than outdoor pollution. 

Though most research efforts and media attention have focused on outdoor air pollution, the indoor air situation, which is most important for human life, has been ignored.

The study found that about 80-100 per cent of women and children are exposed daily to indoor pollution. The ESDO study targeted infants living in slums of Dhaka and also studied their health status. 

The article written by Dr Hossain Shahriar says the World Bank in 1992 designated indoor air pollution in the developing countries as one of the four most critical global environmental problems. Daily averages of pollutant level emitted indoors often exceed the current WHO guidelines and acceptable levels.

He says although several hundred separate chemical agents have been identified in the smoke from bio-fuels, the four most serious pollutants are particulate, carbon monoxide, polycyclic organic matter, and formaldehyde.

According to the study of the ESDO and EPA of the USA, in urban areas, exposure to indoor air pollution has increased due to a variety of reasons including the construction of more tightly sealed buildings, reduced ventilation, the use of synthetic materials for building and furnishing and the use of chemical products, pesticides, and household care products.

Indoor air pollution can begin within the building or be drawn in from outdoors. Other than nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide and lead, there are a number of other pollutants that affect the air quality in an enclosed space.

"Unfortunately, little has been done to monitor the poor indoor environment both in rural and urban areas," the article says.
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Asian Tribune (Thailand): U.N. Warns of 650 Million Deaths by Smoking

Sat, 2008-06-14 01:12 

By Thalif Deen - Inter Press Service 

United Nations, 14 June, (IPS): Of the more than 1.3 billion smokers alive today, about 650 million will eventually be killed by tobacco, warns a new U.N. report released here.

"Unlike most other causes of death, tobacco kills people during their most productive years," adds the 19-page study by the U.N. Adhoc Inter-Agency Task Force on Tobacco Control. 

The 20-member task force comprises representatives of virtually all the key U.N. agencies and sister organizations, including the World Bank, U.N. Children's Fund (UNICEF), the U.N. Development Programme (UNDP), the World Health Organization (WHO), the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Labor Organization (ILO). 

The report, which will go before the upcoming session of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), Jun. 30 - Jul. 25, points to a recent study that estimated 5.4 million deaths caused by smoking in 2005 alone. 

The number of deaths is expected to rise to 8.3 million in 2030, with more than 80 percent occurring in developing countries. 

Overall, the share of tobacco-related diseases in the total disease burden worldwide is expected to rise: from 2.6 percent in 1990 to almost 10 percent in 2015, "killing more people than any single disease, including being responsible for 50 percent more deaths than HIV/AIDS." 

As recognized by ECOSOC, tobacco use not only has negative health, social and environmental consequences but also undermines U.N. efforts towards poverty alleviation, the report says. 

Tobacco use is linked to a range of serious diseases that include various cancers (lung, trachea, bronchus, mouth, stomach, and esophagus) cardiovascular (ischemic heart disease and cerebrovascular disease) and respiratory and digestive diseases. 

According to survey data gathered from youth aged 13-15 years, prevalence of exposure to tobacco smoke can be above 80 percent in Europe; above 60 percent in the Americas; and around 50 percent in Africa, Southeast Asia, Western Pacific and the Eastern Mediterranean regions. 

The FAO estimates that while production of tobacco is decreasing in developed countries, it is expanding in the developing world. 

In the 1970s, developing countries produced a little under 60 percent of the world's tobacco. By 2010, the study predicts, they could be producing more than 80 percent. 

"This reflects both the lower cost of production and a marked increase in demand in the developing countries," it says. 

Still, the global momentum created by the increasing adherence to the right to enjoy smoke-free air has resulted in an increasing number of countries (such as Bhutan, Estonia, France, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Malta, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Uganda and Uruguay) implementing smoke-free air laws. 

And a U.N. survey on smoking bans shows "encouraging results, with the majority of U.N. premises already smoke-free." 

However, although most U.N. agencies work in a smoke-free environment, the Secretariat in New York is yet to impose a total ban on smoking in its 39-storeyed building. 

A resolution adopted by ECOSOC in July 2006 recommended that the General Assembly, at is 61st session in 2007, consider the implementation of "a complete ban on smoking at all United Nations indoor premises, at Headquarters as well as at regional and country offices throughout the U.N. system." 

The resolution also called for the implementation of "a complete ban on sales of tobacco products at all U.N. premises." 

But no action was taken by the General Assembly. The report reiterates its request to the General Assembly to consider this matter at its 63rd session in September this year. 

Kathy Mulvey, international policy director for Corporate Accountability International, says that banning smoking on the premises of the United Nations would protect the health of workers, diplomats and visitors, and demonstrate the U.N.'s recognition of the dangers of tobacco smoke. 

However, she pointed out, the United Nations has at its fingertips an instrument with even greater power: the global tobacco treaty. Formally known as the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, it is one of the most widely embraced treaties in the history of the United Nations. 

"It now protects 80 percent of the world's people in more than 150 countries, with legally binding measures like a ban on tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship and an obligation to insulate public health policy from tobacco industry interference," Mulvey told IPS. 

All arms of the United Nations can do more to support the WHO in implementing this groundbreaking treaty, she added.

- Inter Press Service - 
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Sun (Antigua and Barbuda): Rainwater harvesting: A common sense solution to water security

Friday June 13 2008

The impact of global warming on our Caribbean climate is of increasing concern. Preliminary predictions emerging from experts in the field of climate observations and the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC) suggest rainfall patterns in the Caribbean will likely tend toward an overall “drying trend” with declines in wet season rainfall, although dry season rainfall may be more moderate and actually tend toward increased rainfall amounts. 

Experts generally agree that hurricane activity may increase, exposing the Caribbean region to untold adverse consequences. Post-hurricane situations are marked by water scarcity and extreme risk from the health and sanitation perspective. 

In this light, our Caribbean communities must hasten the pace to incorporate appropriate adaptive measures to climate change in securing water supplies. Collecting and storing rainwater for later use is perhaps among our best “standbys” for reducing our vulnerability to water scarcity in the face of climate change impacts.

Rainwater harvesting (RWH) is by no means new to the Caribbean. We practiced it for generations before pipe-borne supplies became widespread in our communities. In fact, RWH continues to be a main source of water supply in many of the drier islands, notably the Grenadines, the Leeward and Virgin Islands, and the Bahamas. 

However, the emerging trend in some of these islands is to move away from traditional RWH methods in favour of alternative technologies such as desalination and deep-well abstraction. These alternative technologies, however, come at a higher cost and their sustainability depends on consumers’ ability and willingness to pay for services. In many cases, RWH has fallen out of favour due to the perception that the practice is “outdated”. Where investments in such expensive water supply options are not viable, RWH remains an attractive option to meet shortfalls in supply. 

Rainwater harvesting should be used to provide an additional measure of water security to householders, farmers, hospitals, schools, hotel and business operators. The technology can be easily incorporated into existing plumbing systems and hard surfaces (e.g. roofs) and used to capture and channel harvested water. RWH is of high value particularly following natural disasters (notably hurricanes), where water supply infrastructure may be damaged and remain out of commission for extended periods. 

Applications of rainwater harvesting are not only limited to household and domestic purposes, but are also important to the agricultural and commercial sectors where rainwater can be used to offset heavy demands for non-potable (not for drinking) water. The high volumes of potable water that are used in a variety of manufacturing, washing/cleaning, watering (crops and livestock) processes can be augmented by rainwater, which can benefit production costs through reduced water utility bills and assist in conserving water supplies in general.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has embarked on a global initiative to promote the use of RWH and has implemented projects in Asia, Africa and the Pacific Small Island Developing States (SIDS). The agency has extended the initiative to the Caribbean since 2005, partnering with the Caribbean Environmental Health Institute (CEHI) to engage in pilot RWH promotion activities. 

In a first phase of the UNEP-CEHI collaboration, the tri-island state of mainland Grenada, Carriacou and Petit Martinique was chosen for a pilot initiative in the development of a National RWH Promotional Programme. The principle partners included the Grenada Ministry of Agriculture and the National Water and Sewerage Authority. Significant destruction brought on by Hurricane Ivan in 2004 caused massive damage to the housing stock and commercial sectors and disrupted water supplies in mainland Grenada for extended periods. 

On the other hand, water availability on Carriacou and Petit Martinique was not an issue following the hurricane as these islands utilise rainwater for all needs. In fact, Carriacou supplied mainland Grenada with water in the aftermath of the storm. 

The Grenada RWH national programme provided the basis for development of a Regional RWH Programme for the Caribbean which seeks to replicate the national actions proposed for Grenada, in addition to actions best implemented at the regional level to facilitate co-ordination and harmonistion of approaches. The project also produced a suite of public education materials that included posters, brochures, a television feature and radio public service announcements.

A second phase of the UNEP-CEHI collaboration is underway and focusses on specific elements of the Caribbean Regional Strategy, but again at a local level, with emphasis on development of best practices in RWH. In this case, Antigua and Barbuda was selected as a demonstration country given the fact that it experiences high levels of water-scarcity and that RWH is a well-established tradition among the populace. The principle local partner is the Antigua Public Utilities Authority (APUA)

A national symposium on Integrated Water Resources Management was held in January 2008 in which RWH water augmentation strategies were examined in the context of enhancement of water security in Antigua and Barbuda. Emphasis was also placed on health and sanitation practices related to rainwater harvesting. The symposium also sought to raise the profile of water resources management in the country.

Two field demonstrations projects on RWH best practices are presently being established in north-west Antigua. One model is a lower-income household and the other a small-scale commercial agro-processing enterprise. These demonstrations will feature retro-fitted roof capture, conveyance and storage facilities that are designed to optimally capture rainwater and safely store it. Of importance is ensuring that these RWH solutions are low-cost and easy to install. 

To complement the demonstrations, a handbook on RWH best practices will be published for use by home and business owners, contractors and architects. Training seminars will also be organised for farmers, entrepreneurs, contractors and homeowners on configuration and installation/retro-fitting of appropriate RWH systems. 

In St. Lucia, RWH demonstration is also being promoted under the aegis of the Global Environment Facility-funded Integrating Watershed and Coastal Areas (GEF-IWCAM) project with funding assistance from the European Union. In this initiative, some 10 households and five community institution buildings in the Mabouya Valley, a severely water-stressed community on the island’s east coast are being configured for RWH. It is expected that with expanded storage residents and community members will benefit from a more reliable supply particularly during the drier months of the year.

The article was written by Dr. Christopher Cox, acting programme director at the Caribbean Environmental Health Institute (CEHI).
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Guardian: Our diet of destruction

Huge areas of the Amazon rainforest are being cut down to satisfy global demand for soya. But how did this crop and a handful of others come to dominate our diet so completely? In an extract from her new book, Felicity Lawrence investigates the faceless trading giants who really decide what goes on our plates

· Felicity Lawrence 

· The Guardian, 

· Monday June 16 2008

With an overabundance of wheat and a shortage of rail cars, the Cargill grain elevator was dumping grain on the ground. Photograph: AP Photo/Monty Davis

Look at a few packets in a typical kitchen cupboard, and you will notice a disconcerting overlap between the labels of apparently completely different foods. A handful of ingredients, some of them barely used as food in the west before the second world war, crop up in everything from baby food to cat food to processed meals. The same half-dozen heavily subsidised commodities - soya, rapeseed, palm oil, corn, sugar and rice - are broken down into their individual parts and endlessly reconstituted. They are sold back to us as processed food or turned into animal feed to produce the factory meats that have conquered our diets in the past half-century. How did such a transformation come about?

When you look back at the origins of much of today's industrialised food system, what you see is the ebb and flow of empire. First there were the British imperial ambitions that turned slave-produced sugar from the colonies into the engine of emerging capitalism during the industrial revolution. Later the prewar European powers developed and controlled new fats such as margarines. Today we are living with the postwar American model, a privatised form of empire that reached into every corner of world food supply in the second half of the 20th century. 

The result has been a kind of food Fordism. We are fed a production-line diet that is homogenised and bolted together from standard commodity parts. The parts, many of them created out of American agricultural surpluses, are largely controlled by an oligopoly of US-based trading and processing companies - Cargill, ADM, Bunge - that are little known in the UK. All three companies are now expanding in China and heavily involved in spreading the western industrialised diet, with its unsustainable dependence on fossil fuels and extravagant use of grains. As the Chinese move up this processed-food chain, the diet-related diseases that have afflicted us in the west are growing there too. 

It took a journey of more than 7,000km to the heart of the Brazilian rainforest for me to understand some of the power structures in this food chain. It was the rise of the humble soya bean that opened a window on the mechanics of today's structure, and the environmental and social toll it exacts. 

It is only from the air that you can absorb the vastness of the Amazon. What happens to the rainforest that surrounds the world's largest river system will affect every single one of us, as experts in climate change constantly point out. A fifth of the planet's fresh water is contained here, and the trees recycle it back into the atmosphere, from where it drives the world's weather. 

But Brazil is the new agricultural frontier, and forest clearance, much of it for soya production, has been taking place on a scale from which campaigners fear the forest may not recover. Greenpeace has been tracking deforestation and agreed to take me up in its spotter plane in 2006 as it was launching its fight to stop the food industry destroying the Amazon. 

From the window of the plane on one side I could see mile after mile of the velvet folds of virgin forest. Where man had not ventured with chainsaw and bulldozer, the trees were giving off water vapour like a thousand puffs from a life-giving inhaler. But on the other side was an enormous area recently planted with soya. It looked as though a giant industrial lawnmower had cut a swath through the jungle, and the luminous green trail it had created shone through a dry heat haze. "So who is buying all that soya, and how on earth do they get it out?" I shouted over the roar of the engine. The answer had to wait. A storm was blowing in and we quickly turned back through the flashes of lightning for Santarém, the frontier port built deep in the Amazon basin. 

That night I watched from the roof of my hotel as a new storm blew great squalls hundreds of miles up the Amazon from the Atlantic. On the waterfront below, the baroque blue cathedral, built by the original colonisers, the Portuguese, came and went from view in the enveloping rain. Its twin towers and pediment still present a proud facade to anyone coming up the river's main navigation channel, but the paint was peeling now, the legacy of the sugar plantations and slavery fading. The centre of gravity had shifted. A few hundred metres up the river, Cargill has built its own monument to power, an enormous, gleaming loading and storage facility for soya. The elevator towers of this $20m (£10.2m) grain terminal are testaments to the new gods of transnational trading efficiency and global economic domination. The digging of the port here has brought Brazil's soya closer to its main European markets. 

Just as the new railroads had been vital to opening up the prairies of North America, this newly constructed infrastructure was driving the transformation of the Amazon and helping Brazil meet the apparently insatiable global demand for soya. Cargill, together with ADM and Bunge, is responsible for about two-thirds of the total financing of soya production in Brazil. They provide the seed, fertiliser and agrochemicals to the ranchers, and buy and store and ship the crops to Europe. But how was the demand for all those beans created?

Bake a soya bean and - provided you have first soaked and boiled it long enough to neutralise its toxins - you can make a dish that is cheap and cheerful. It may be slightly indigestible still and make you fart, but it is nevertheless useful for providing complete protein in inexpensive vegetable form. 

As a whole raw bean, soya has its commercial limitations. Crush it, however, and the possibilities become infinite as it is separated into its more lucrative parts. The oil can be extracted with solvents and degummed. The lecithin can be removed from the resulting sludge to be sold for a thousand and more food-processing purposes. Then, deodorised and hydrogenated, the oil can be used to make, or fry, any number of fast foods, snacks and convenience meals. The vitamin E, which has the irritating habit of reducing shelf-life, can be stripped out and turned to money elsewhere. So too can the soya sterols that can command a premium as technofoods - cholesterol-lowering ingredients for margarines, yoghurts and drinks. 

Once the oil has been removed, the defatted soya bean meal, which is full of protein, can be fed to intensively farmed chicken, cattle and pigs to turn them into highly productive factory units - intensive dairy cows that can deliver ever greater yields of milk, chickens that grow to shop weight in just a few weeks, pigs and cattle that fatten faster than they ever could on grass or forage. 

The vast majority of soya is used to feed factory-farmed animals. Chicken has a particular attraction for the livestock industry, which refers to the birds not as flocks but as "crops", for the good reason that they grow fast enough to produce a return in little more than a month. For the commodity traders and processors, the livestock revolution has represented the best way to move up what they call the value chain. You can make a good margin on trading grain and soya, especially if you are a powerful enough presence in the global markets. But feed your surplus to animals - it takes about 3kg of protein feed to produce half a kilo of chicken protein - and you concentrate your resources. Persuade the world to eat vast quantities of this cheap meat, consumed preferably in a highly processed way that divides the parts and separates out the "high value" lean meat and treats much of the rest as waste - and you make far greater margins. 

It required technological breakthroughs and government protection to create this market, though. Soya meal was used experimentally in animal feed in the 30s but farmers were reluctant to use it because with its oil still in it was regarded as indigestible to chickens and pigs. Then researchers at ADM worked out how to heat-treat it to overcome the problem. The oil was similarly regarded as barely fit for consumption because it smelled so bad, until the Americans, following the tanks advancing through Germany, acquired the technology from the defeated enemy to get rid of the "off" flavours. 

That left the way open for the US to promote the soya that suited its agricultural conditions as part of the reconstruction of Europe in the 50s. 

The US came out of the second world war with its agricultural base intact, but the farming lands of its European allies and of Germany had been devastated. With millions desperately hungry, the US announced its Marshall plan to help rebuild western Europe with financial aid. But it had another crucial role: the removal of tariff barriers that might hinder US access to foreign markets was made part of the new terms of trade with the non-communist world. Of the $13bn in financial aid paid under the Marshall plan between 1947 and 1952, more than $3bn was spent by European countries on imports of US food, animal feed and fertiliser. 

As Europe recovered, soya exports to other countries were supported by other US food aid programmes. In 1967, 86% of all US soya oil exports were subsidised under its food aid law. Meanwhile, in the Kennedy round of talks for the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade in the mid-60s, the US insisted that if Europe wanted to keep its agricultural protections, it must open up its markets to more US soya exports. 

The raw ingredients for today's food system have, in other words, been kept cheap for transnational corporations by government policy. And where US subsidies go, western diets have a habit of following. American exports have created whole new patterns of consumption. Demand has been a function of price, availability and production, just as it was with the rise of sugar consumption in the 18th century. 

Between 1995 and 2005, $165bn of American taxpayers' money was used to support US agricultural commodities. Soya, corn, rice, wheat and cotton accounted for 90% of that money. Sugar was also heavily subsidised. The real beneficiaries of this system of government support have not been US farmers, who have gone out of business in their thousands, but the mainly US-based trading giants. For subsidies have allowed them to export grains at less than the cost of production, making it impossible for other countries to compete, while bringing the money from added-value markets back home. In this they mirror the patterns of trade established between previous empires and their colonies. 

These trading giants have remained shadowy in European perception, despite their colossal footprint. Cargill, the largest privately owned corporation in the world in most years, was said in testimony to the US senate in 1999 to control 45% of global grain trade, including 42% of US corn exports, a third of all soya bean exports and about 20% of wheat exports. It is also the world's largest crusher of oilseeds such as soya and rapeseed. Since it is a private company and not obliged to publish detailed accounts, more recent and accurate share figures are hard to come by. It declines to comment on its market shares, but it has, if anything, consolidated its position since then, although its areas of concentration shift. Its revenues in 2007 were $88bn. Most of us eat its products in some form every day, yet many of us have never heard of it. Nor had I before I started writing about the politics of food, but since then it has been hard not to stumble across its operations in every country whenever I visit a food factory, industrial farm or fast food or supermarket supplier. 

ADM (Archer Daniels Midland), another US-based grain trading corporation, is one of the world's largest processors of soya beans, corn, wheat and cocoa, and also has a huge portfolio of interests, from making sweeteners and food processing ingredients to energy and animal feed production. Its global sales in 2006/7 were $44bn. Almost half of them came from making animal feed, vegetable oils and emulsifiers from oilseeds such as soya. 

Two other grain and oilseed giants are part of this trading nexus that dominates food supply. Bunge, which expanded through the late 19th century as a grain trader in South America, is now a transnational with headquarters in the US. It is the world's largest exporter of soya beans and a major corn and oil processor. The Louis Dreyfus group, a French family-owned private company, has vast grain, sugar, and energy trading interests around the world and now focuses on financial aspects of commodity trading. In the US it has joint grain ventures with ADM and Cargill. (EU subsidies have achieved a similar position for a handful of its corporations, mainly those processors whose power was established before the war.)

As well as buying and selling agricultural commodities, these four global companies control refining and crushing plants and turn those cheap, subsidised commodities into a myriad other ingredients, from starches to syrups to fats to animal feed. They also play the markets, and have vastly complicated corporate structures that enable them to shift transactions and profits from subsidiary to subsidiary. 

Cargill, the behemoth, is "the undisputed ruler in the global grain trade and extends its tentacles into every aspect of the global food system", according to Brewster Kneen, the company's unauthorised biographer. Cargill initially built up its power in the 1870s, in the speculative era of the American agricultural frontier when US grain, along with sugar, began providing the fuel for workers in an industrialising, urbanising Britain. It began with a family of grain traders who bought up storage facilities in the US on strategically placed transport routes, the new railroads and the waterways of the Great Lakes and Mississippi. There has perhaps been nothing quite like it in terms of reach since the days of the East India Company.

Cargill rarely gives interviews, but in the words of its company brochures: "We buy, trade, transport, blend, mill, crush, process, refine, season, distribute around the clock around the globe." And: "We are the flour in your bread, the wheat in your noodles, the salt on your fries. We are the corn in your tortillas, the chocolate in your dessert, the sweetener in your soft drink. We are the oil in your salad dressing and the beef, pork or chicken you eat for dinner. We are the cotton in your clothing, the backing on your carpet and the fertiliser in your field." 

Cargill owns two-thirds of the company that is the world's largest producer of fertiliser ingredients, with major factories in North America, South America and China. Cargill's subsidiary Sun Valley produces half of all the chicken products used by McDonald's across Europe and is a leading supplier of chicken to UK supermarkets. Cargill accounts for nearly half of UK and more than a third of all European production of glucose syrups. And, as I have found on my own journeys around today's globalised food system, it has as often as not been the feed for your cow's milk, the emulsifier and fat in your ready meal, the oil that fried your crisps, the soya proteins in your veggieburger ...

History shows that empires rise and fall, however, and that the fall when it comes tends to be fast. Food empires are likely to be no different. We are now entering a period of rapid transition. The postwar food system, dependent on prodigious quantities of crude oil for its production, has not only pushed us to our biological limits but is hitting the environmental buffers. After half a century in which they shaped the nature of global diets with the disposal of their agricultural surplus, the Americans have done a sudden about-turn. With the price of oil constantly breaking new records, they want their surplus back to keep their cars on the road. The US government has started pouring subsidies into the production of ethanol from corn. Grain prices have been soaring. The standard commodity parts are no longer cheap, but we are left with the legacy of the old economic order, with diets that were created out of excess.

· Adapted from Eat Your Heart Out: Why the Food Business Is Bad for the Planet and Your Health, by Felicity Lawrence, to be published by Penguin on June 26. To order a copy for £8.99 with free UK p&p go to guardian.co.uk/bookshop or call 0870 836 0875.
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Actu-environnement.com :Le PNUE lance un projet pour gérer les déchets dangereux en Côte d'Ivoire
DECHETS / RECYCLAGE - Actu-Environnement.com - 16/06/2008
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Le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE) lance le 16 juin un nouveau projet destiné à aider la Côte d'Ivoire et d'autres pays dans la région à mieux gérer les déchets dangereux.

L'initiative, financée par les gouvernements des Pays-Bas, de la Suède et du Danemark, vise à aider à aborder la problématique des faiblesses systémiques dans le contrôle des mouvements de déchets dangereux entre les pays, ainsi que la gestion des déchets dangereux et la question des déchets générés à bord des navires.

Dans le cadre de l'initiative du PNUE, un plan de gestion des déchets dangereux sera élaboré pour le district d'Abidjan en Côte d'Ivoire, dont les habitants ont été directement affectés par l'incident du navire ''Probo Koala'' en août 2006. Le projet entend notamment répondre aux lacunes dans les instruments de contrôle des mouvements transfrontaliers de déchets dangereux et des déchets générés à bord des navires.

Selon le PNUE, le plan sera élaboré en consultation avec les acteurs locaux dans le secteur, sur la base de données authentifiées quant à la quantité et à la qualité des déchets, et en tenant compte du cadre légal existant.

Le projet est mis en oeuvre par le Service post-conflit et gestion des catastrophes naturelles du PNUE et le Centre Régional de la Convention de Bâle pour les pays francophones en Afrique, basé au Sénégal (BCRC-Sénégal), en consultation avec le Secrétariat de la Convention de Bâle pour le contrôle des mouvements transfrontières des déchets dangereux et leur élimination.

Par ailleurs, le PNUE annonce qu'une seconde phase du programme développé à la suite de l'incident du ''Probo Koala'' en Côte d'Ivoire, destiné à couvrir huit pays vulnérables abritant des infrastructures portuaires en Afrique, est actuellement en préparation pour les donateurs. Ce programme de renforcement des capacités (Phase II) inclurait des activités similaires à celles entreprises en Côte d'Ivoire dans chacun des pays participants, précise le PNUE.

R. BOUGHRIET

Derniers articles sur les déchets dangereux
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Africatime.com : AFRIQUE : A la recherche d'une position commune sur le changement climatique
(IPS 14/06/2008) 
JOHANNESBURG, (IPS) - La douzième Conférence ministérielle africaine sur l'environnement (CMAE) s’est achevée mercredi après cinq jours de délibérations entre gouvernements et société civile qui se sont entendus -- séparément -- sur la nécessité de développer une position commune pour l'Afrique aux discussions de l'année prochaine sur le changement climatique à Copenhague. 

''Le changement climatique est la question cruciale de développement humain et de sécurité de notre génération. Ceux qui en sont responsables devraient dédommager les personnes dont les moyens de subsistance ont été détruits de ce fait'', a déclaré Ewah Eleri, directeur du Centre international pour l'énergie, l'environnement et le développement au Nigeria. 

Eleri s'exprimait ainsi lors d'un point de presse conjoint, dans les coulisses de la conférence, organisé par 20 organisations de la société civile (OSC) en provenance de tout le continent. Ces groupes estiment que l'Afrique contribue le moins aux émissions de gaz à effet de serre, pourtant des millions d'Africains étaient obligés de faire face quotidiennement aux effets dévastateurs du changement climatique. Eleri a affirmé qu'un dédommagement obligatoire doit être payé à l'Afrique par les pollueurs mondiaux. 

Il a été particulièrement critique de la suggestion selon laquelle les gouvernements africains devraient obtenir des prêts pour financer l'adaptation au changement climatique. ''Vous ne brûlez pas la maison de quelqu'un et ensuite vous lui offrez un prêt pour la reconstruire'', a souligné Eleri. 

Omokaro Osayade, responsable de projet pour le groupe écologiste Amis de la terre Nigeria, était de cet avis. ''Juste au moment où l'Afrique est en train de sortir d'un piège de dettes terrible, nous pourrions être endettés de nouveau par les pays développés et ils pourraient nous dire d'utiliser ces prêts pour compenser les dégâts horribles qui nous sont causés. Nous sommes opposés au nouvel endettement du peuple africain par le biais des prêts d'adaptation climatique''. 

Les OSC appellent les pays développés à contribuer à raison d'au moins un pour cent de leur produit intérieur brut au fonds d'adaptation au changement climatique. On estime qu'au moins un milliard de dollars est nécessaire pour aider l'Afrique à s'adapter au changement climatique. 

Les groupes écologistes ont soulevé plusieurs questions essentielles à aborder par les gouvernements africains telles que l'incapacité du Mécanisme de développement propre (MDP) à fournir les avantages promis aux pays africains. Ils ont dit que le MDP permet simplement aux pays riches de continuer à polluer, en finançant en échange des projets dans des pays en développement. 

Ils ont également identifié un besoin d'investissement dans les technologies d'énergies renouvelables abordables afin que les Etats africains puissent développer leurs économies avec de faibles émissions de carbone, et ont demandé des règlements de précaution pour faire en sorte que le développement des biocarburants ne menace pas la sécurité alimentaire en Afrique. 

Le contenu de la conférence même 

Le résultat formel de la conférence a été, à certains égards, plus circonspect. Des ministres de l'Environnement africains ont convenu de mettre en place un programme de travail avec des étapes clairement définies pour l'élaboration d'une position commune. Des délégués ont proposé qu'un panel d'experts africains sur le changement climatique soit formé, sur lequel de hauts fonctionnaires travailleront en collaboration avec le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), le secrétariat du Nouveau partenariat économique pour le développement de l'Afrique (NEPAD) et la Commission de l'Union africaine pour définir les points focaux africains pour la Convention cadre sur le changement climatique. 

L'Algérie accueillira la première rencontre de ce panel en octobre 2008; et une session spéciale des ministres de l'Environnement pour adopter une position commune finale aura lieu à la fin de juin 2009 en marge du 13ème Sommet de l'Union africaine. 

La conférence a suggéré que l'Afrique parvienne à un accord sur un régime mondial futur relatif à la réduction des émissions en vertu duquel tous les pays développés réduiraient d'ici à 2020 leurs émissions à 35-40 pour cent en dessous des niveaux de 1990, et d'ici à 2050 auraient baissé de façon spectaculaire leurs émissions à entre 5 et 10 pour cent de la ligne de base de 1990. 

Ces objectifs d'émissions constituent ce que l'on croit être nécessaire pour stabiliser la concentration du dioxyde de carbone dans l'atmosphère en 450 parties par million de dioxyde de carbone équivalent dans l'atmosphère -- le niveau auquel les scientifiques présents à l'important Panel intergouvernemental sur le changement climatique estiment que le réchauffement de la planète ne causera pas plus d'un changement de 2 degrés Celsius dans la température moyenne du globe et évitera ainsi des effets catastrophiques. 

''Le Plan d'action de Bali et la Feuille de route de Bali ont offert à l'Afrique l'occasion de dégager un consensus sur les questions complexes du changement climatique et du développement durable, au profit du continent'', a déclaré le ministre de l'Environnement d'Afrique du Sud, Marthinus van Schalkwyk. Il succède au ministre de l'Environnement de la République du Congo, André Okombi Salissa, en tant que président de la CMAE pour les deux prochaines années. 

''Nous veillerons à ce que nous allions unis aux négociations parce que c'est ce que nous voulons, en tant qu'Africains, être unis. Beaucoup de pays en Afrique se sont déjà engagés à réduire les émissions de carbone d'ici à 2050. Nous voulons que les pays développés s'engagent aux objectifs d'émissions de 2025'', a ajouté van Schalkwyk. (FIN/2008) 
Newton Sibanda 
13 juin 
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Other Environment News
Reuters: U.N. climate deal said "daunting" as Bonn talks end

Fri Jun 13, 2008 9:38pm EDT

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent

BONN (Reuters) - The world faces a daunting task to agree a new deal by the end of 2009 to slow climate change, the United Nations said on Friday as 170-country talks ended with recriminations about scant progress.

Developing nations at the June 2-13 meeting accused the rich of dragging their feet in setting new cuts of greenhouse gases and failing to offer enough ideas for sharing new technology or for aiding the poor to adapt to the impacts of climate change.

"The road ahead of us is daunting," Yvo de Boer, head of the U.N. Climate Change Secretariat, said of a U.N. timetable meant to end with a climate deal in Copenhagen in December 2009 to widen and toughen the existing Kyoto Protocol.

Still, he said there was progress in Bonn partly because nations had a better understanding of what should go into the hugely complex treaty meant to slow desertification, heatwaves, floods, rising seas and more powerful storms.

"It is crucial that the next stage of meetings produce concrete negotiating texts," he said. Bonn was the second session in a two-year push for a deal after starting in Bangkok in March. The next will be in Accra, Ghana, in August.

Others were more sceptical.

"It could well be said that we have been beating around the bush," said India's Chandrashekhar Dasgupta. He said there was a "deafening silence" from almost all rich nations on ways to make new cuts in their greenhouse gas emissions.

"The pace was slow and difficult," said Harald Dovland, a Norwegian official chairing a group looking at future cuts by the 37 rich nations who have agreed to cut emissions by 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12 under the Protocol.

NEW SPIRIT

He said a "new spirit" of cooperation was needed.

Many countries are looking to the U.S. presidential election for impetus. President George W. Bush rejected Kyoto, calling it too costly, but both Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John McCain have promised to do more to cap emissions.

De Boer said there were no signs that rich nations were getting alarmed by the possible costs.

"Short-term financial crises, food prices are not affecting this process in a negative way," he said. High oil prices added to the arguments for conserving energy and shifting to renewable power such as wind or solar power.

Environmentalists accused the United States, Canada and Australia of doing most to slow the talks. They gave praise to initiatives by countries including China, Brazil, Switzerland and Norway.

"The agenda has never been bigger, progress has never been slower," said Bill Hare of Greenpeace. He said there was a risk of failure unless major developed nations stopped what he called "unconstructive tactics, nit-picking and roadblocks."

De Boer said it was too early for gloom. "It's a little early days when we are in the first mile of the marathon to say we're not going to reach the finishing line," he said.

Among delays, the talks put off consideration of allowing capture and burial of carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, to qualify for credits under a mechanism promoting cuts in greenhouse gases in poor nations.

"The unfortunate reality of the situation is that we are not making progress," said Aysar Tayeb of Saudi Arabia of the proposal to expand the Clean Development Mechanism.

-- For Reuters latest environment blogs click on:

http://blogs.reuters.com/environment/

(Editing by Janet Lawrence)
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AFP: UN chief, Saudis agree on need to tackle rising oil, food prices 

by Gerard Aziakou Sat Jun 14, 5:51 PM ET 

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AFP) - UN chief Ban Ki-moon and Saudi King Abdullah reached common ground here Saturday on the need to tackle rising prices of oil and food, and the problem of climate change, a UN spokesman said. 

The UN secretary general flew into this Red Sea city earlier Saturday for a 24-hour visit and met with the king for one hour after being welcomed by Saudi Foreign Minister Saud al-Faisal.

Farhan Haq, a member of Ban's delegation, described the discussions as "very positive."

One one of the main issues raised was "the related crisis involving rising food costs, rising fuel costs and climate change," he said.

The two leaders agreed that the three issues "should be dealt with comprehensively," he added.

He restated Ban's view that "rising fuels costs can contribute also further to rising food costs."

He added: "What you want to avoid is a cascade of these sort of challenges that affect a wide range of social and economic sectors and then start also creating political problems."

There was no word from the Saudi side on what was discussed.

Haq could not confirm press reports that Riyadh was planning to hike its crude production next month by about a half a million barrels per day (bpd) to calm market jitters.

But Ban, on his second visit to Saudi Arabia since March 2007, expressed hope that a Saudi-hosted meeting of oil producers and consumers here on June 22 would yield a productive outcome.

The king invited Ban in an apparent bid by the kingdom to burnish its international image as a responsible oil power at a time when it is facing criticism, particularly in the United States, over skyrocketing crude prices.

Saudi Arabia, by far OPEC's biggest oil producer and exporter, decided to convene the June 22 meeting talks after crude struck a record high of nearly 140 dollars last week, stoking fears of surging global inflation and weaker economic growth.

Reports on Friday suggested that the oil giant -- which currently produces 9.45 million bpd -- could decide to raise its crude production to 10 million bpd when it hosts the meeting next week.

The New York Times linked the expected plan to what it said were fears by Saudi Arabia that soaring oil prices might trigger a worldwide economic slump and lead to lower oil demand.

Last month, Saudi Arabia announced an increase of 300,000 bpd after a visit by US President George W. Bush, but the kingdom has been under pressure to step up its output further.

After Riyadh announced the June 22 meeting, US Senator Charles Schumer, the lead sponsor of a resolution in Congress to block four pending arms deals with the Saudis, said: "We don't need a meeting. We need to pump more oil."

Ban's visit to Saudi Arabia also comes as Group of Eight finance ministers warned in Japan that high oil and food prices posed "a serious challenge to stable growth worldwide" and may worsen poverty and stoke global inflation.

Haq also noted that the UN boss expressed gratitude for Saudi Arabia's contribution of 500 million dollars to the UN World Food Programme appeal to battle the global food price crisis. 

Other topics that came up during the meeting include regional issues such as the Middle East peace process, Lebanon and the recent peace deal initiated by Somalis's transitional government and its rebel foes, Haq said.. 

The recent Saudi initiative to foster dialogue among Christians, Jews and Muslims was also raised. 

In March, Abdullah proposed inter-faith talks among the three religions in a first for the ultra-conservative kingdom, which is home to two of the three holiest shrines in Islam. 

A dinner with the Saudi foreign minister was cancelled and instead Ban met with Organization of the Islamic Conference Secretary General Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu. 

The UN chief was to wrap up his visit on Sunday with meetings with the Saudi foreign minister and Crown Prince Sultan Abdul Aziz al-Saud.
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AFP: China vice premier urges green partnership with US 

Mon Jun 16, 12:31 AM ET 

BEIJING (AFP) - China's pointman on US trade ties on Monday urged Washington to work closely with Beijing to develop energy-efficient and pollution-reducing technologies as he heads to the United States for economic talks. 

Vice Premier Wang Qishan said in an opinion piece in The Financial Times that China and the United States should set up joint research and development centres to encourage new energy and environmental protection technologies.

"Stronger co-operation between the two countries in energy and the environment will enable China to better respond to energy and environmental issues and also bring about tremendous business opportunities and handsome returns for American investors," Wang wrote.

The former mayor of Beijing, now a key economic policy decision maker, was due to arrive in the United States on Monday for the US-China Strategic Economic Dialogue in Annapolis, Maryland.

The meeting will mark the fourth time the countries have held the forum since it began in 2006.

His comments reflect Beijing's growing openness toward discussing pollution in China but also its desire to work with others to obtain new technologies.

"China is a big and populous developing country at a stage of accelerated industrialisation and urbanisation," Wang wrote.

"This has led to heavy consumption of energy and resources and made the task of protecting the environment a daunting one."

China and the United States should work together to develop tax, trade and fiscal incentives to encourage innovation and investment in green technologies, Wang said.

He also suggested new mechanisms for venture investment in high-tech start-ups.

Spiralling energy prices have put new pressure on Beijing as it struggles to maintain price caps on domestic oil and power prices.
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Reuters: China top carbon emitter, Beijing under pressure

Fri Jun 13, 2008 9:37am EDT

By Gillian Murdoch

BEIJING (Reuters) - China's ranking as top emitter of the main planet-warming gas, carbon dioxide, seemed confirmed by a Dutch report on Friday, putting more pressure on Beijing to come up with their own figures, experts said.

The finding from the Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency (PBL) is the third published in English by either European or U.S.-based researchers to show China at the top.

It says China's CO2 emissions raced 14 percent ahead of the total emitted by the United States last year.

One of the report's biggest effects will be to put more pressure on the central government to speed up the process of tallying its own total greenhouse gas emissions.

"No matter how many of these kind of reports are released, you still need the confirmation from China to really confirm the story," said Greenpeace China's Beijing-based climate and energy campaign manager Ailun Yang.

Even without China's confirmation, Friday's report represented the consensus view, said Isabel Hilton, editor of bilingual Mandarin-English China Dialogue website, which publishes reports about China's environment.

The delay in Beijing's confirmation reflected reluctance.

"As the Chinese saying goes, the tall tree attracts the wind. The government is conscious that being the largest emitter by volume, along with a vigorous program of building coal-fired power stations, risks putting China at a moral disadvantage in international diplomacy," said Hilton.

UNFAIR

The Dutch report ranked India, another fast-developing Asian giant with a population of more than one billion, as the third biggest national emitter, at eight percent of the global total.

Pressure is building to include big developing countries in global targets ahead of a U.N.-led meeting in Copenhagen in 2009, which is expected to forge a broader pact to fight greenhouse gas emissions to replace the Kyoto Protocol after 2012.

But experts, including the Dutch report writers, say that the third major academic analysis to place China top does not mean that the fast-developing nation is a global bad guy.

"To put things in perspective you should also look at national circumstances like emissions per capita and GDP (income) per capita, which is much smaller in the case of China," said PBL's senior scientist Jos Olivier.

As superficially attractive as national rankings are, the picture they give is somewhat misleading, said Gavin Edwards, head of Greenpeace International's climate campaign.

"We live in a globalised world with global trade. Take any random major corporation which has large outlets in the West, you'll find large manufacturing bases in places like China. So it's very hard to decide who those emissions belong to."

Announced just as a U.N.-sponsored meeting on emissions cuts winds down in Bonn, and a few weeks before a major G8 meeting on the issue in Japan, the ranking might further heat up global discussions.

"(China's ranking) will certainly increase pressure for developing countries to join a post-Kyoto regime," said Hilton.

"The developed countries are responsible for the past. The developing countries, as the ratings show, hold the world's climate future in their hands."

BIGGER PICTURE

China accounted for two-thirds of last year's global 3.1 percent rise in carbon emissions, from consumption of fossil fuels and cement production, but China's per-capita emissions still lagged far behind those of the United States, at 5.1 and 19.4 tonnes per person respectively, Friday's report said.

While understandable, China's delays in facing the numbers could prove problematic for Beijing, said Elizabeth Economy, Deputy Director of Asia Studies and Fellow for China at U.S.-based Council for Foreign Relations.

"China has said that it will consider aspirational targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, but not hard targets until 2050, when it anticipates that its per-capita emissions may well match those of the U.S. today," Economy said.

"The world, of course, cannot afford such a delay."

(Additional reporting by Gerard Wynn in London; Editing by Emma Graham-Harrison, Gerard Wynn and David Fogarty)
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Reuters: Honda rolls latest fuel-cell car off assembly line 

14 minutes ago 

TOCHIGI, Japan (Reuters) - Honda Motor Co (7267.T) kicked off production on Monday of its newest fuel-cell car, as the automaker gears up for the battle to dominate the market for next-generation vehicles. 

Honda's FCX Clarity, a sporty-looking fuel-cell sedan, came off the production line in Tochigi, north of Tokyo. The assembly line is Honda's first to be dedicated to building fuel-cell vehicles.

The FCX Clarity will be sold through a newly established fuel-cell vehicle dealership network in the United States from July, Honda said. In Japan, sales are slated to start in autumn.

The automaker is targeting lease sales of about 200 FCX Clarity cars in the first three years in the two countries combined.

"Fuel-cell vehicles, which don't use fossil fuels and don't produce carbon dioxide, are necessary for the environment. We would like to make them more popular," Honda Chief Executive Takeo Fukui told reporters.

Fuel-cell vehicles are widely considered the ultimate longer-term alternative to today's conventional cars as they run on an inexhaustible and cheaper source of fuel -- hydrogen, have no harmful tail-pipe emissions, and do not compromise driving performance.

The main hurdles for their proliferation are a lack of fuelling stations and the high cost of development.

Among the first five customers for the FCX Clarity are actress Jamie Lee Curtis and U.S. filmmaker Christopher Guest, Honda said.

The vehicle, which uses a lithium-ion battery, can run 620 km (385 miles) on a single fuelling as measured under Japan's fuel efficiency test method, and has a top speed of 160 km per hour (99 mph).

Among automakers, Honda and Toyota Motor Corp (7203.T) were the world's first to put a fuel-cell vehicle on the road in December 2002, and have since been in a tight race to prepare them for mass-commercialization.

Toyota said earlier this month that it has developed an advanced fuel-cell vehicle that can run for 830 km on a single tank of hydrogen.

Mitsubishi Motors Corp (7211.T) has said it would bring its i-MiEV rechargeable electric minicar to market in Japan next year, while plans are also underway to begin fleet testing at some U.S. power companies as early as this autumn.

(Reporting by Nobuhiro Kubo and writing by Mariko Katsumura; Editing by Brent 
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Reuters: Wal-Mart reaching fuel goals for truck fleet: exec

Fri Jun 13, 2008 5:08pm EDT

By Karey Wutkowski

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Wal-Mart Stores Inc is on track to reach its goal of increasing the fuel efficiency of its truck fleet by 25 percent this year and has already reached a 20 percent improvement, an executive said on Friday.

The world's largest retailer also plans to introduce hybrid trucks into its fleet of more than 7,000 trucks later this year, said Matt Kistler, senior vice president of sustainability for Wal-Mart.

"With gas at $4 a gallon, we're keenly working on reducing costs," Kistler said at a conference on climate change at the British Embassy.

Kistler said to reach the goal of increasing fuel efficiency, Wal-Mart has reduced the size of its diesel tanks to lighten the truck load and has outfitted the trucks with more fuel-efficient tires.

Wal-Mart has worked on more high-tech initiatives such as a system that allows a driver to turn off the engine but keep the refrigeration component running.

"I think we're on plan to hit the target" of 25 percent increased fuel efficiency by the end of 2008, Kistler said. "We're hoping to roll out some more things."

Wal-Mart has set a goal of one day using only renewable energy and creating zero waste, and it has challenged its suppliers to remove nonrenewable energy from their lives.

Because of its status as the world's largest retailer, Wal-Mart is considered one of the few retailers with enough heft to make direct changes to global energy consumption.

While the efforts may help the environment, they are also designed to help Wal-Mart's bottom line.

Wal-Mart has said it would save $3.4 billion by reducing packaging 5 percent by 2013.

Kistler said that 5 percent threshold is "a very doable" goal and that some suppliers have already exceeded that goal, citing new milk jugs being rolled out at its Sam's Club stores on Friday that reduce plastic and resin by more than 5 percent.

He said rising raw material costs are an extra incentive to use less packaging. "It will allow us to reduce the size and use less raw materials while maintaining the same price position," he said.

Regarding improvements to its transportation, Kistler said Wal-Mart will have several hybrid trucks on the road later this year but declined to reveal a timeline for a broad rollout of the more fuel-efficient vehicles.

He said the company is not moving as fast as it could to develop the hybrid trucks because technology is evolving in the sector so rapidly and the cost of new parts is going down.

"We don't want to be stuck with technology that's not cutting edge," he said.

The fleet improvements come as fuel costs hit record highs, crimping retailers' profits. In May, Wal-Mart said higher transportation costs would remain a "potential headwind" for the rest of the year, and Chief Financial Officer Tom Schoewe said he was worried about the ongoing jump in fuel prices.

(Editing by Gary Hill)
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AFP: Climate change threatening coral reef fish: Australian researchers 

Mon Jun 16, 1:59 AM ET 

SYDNEY (AFP) - Climate change threatens to devastate coral reef fish populations and increase the likelihood of fishery collapses, Australian researchers warned Monday. 

Coral reefs' vulnerability to global warming has already been established by researchers, but the fish living in the reefs are also at risk, James Cook University's Centre for Excellence in Coral Reef Studies found.

"We have already seen episodes of mass die-off of corals as a result of warmer waters associated with global warming, the problem for specialist coral fish is that when the corals die, the fish have nowhere else to go," the centre's Philip Munday said.

Munday said there were some 4,000 fish species living in or around coral reefs, providing livelihoods and a major source of sustenance to an estimated 200 million people worldwide.

He said the problem with coral fish stemmed from the fact that when they bred, their eggs were swept out to sea and the baby fish then swam back to resettle on the reefs.

"If reefs have been extensively damaged or the composition of their corals altered due to global warming impacts, this process of re-stocking the reefs with fish may be disrupted," he said.

"At the same time, the baby fish are likely to be affected by changes in water temperature and the acidification of the oceans."

Munday said some fish may migrate to cooler waters if temperatures around their reefs became too warm.

But he said this was not an option in Australia's Great Barrier Reef because there was nowhere for new coral to grow in the deep waters to the south of the giant reef, regarded by scientists as the world's largest living organism.

"There is really nowhere for coral reefs and their associated fish communities to expand," he said.

"Effectively, this means that some coral reef fish species will be squeezed by rising water temperatures into smaller and smaller areas, making them more susceptible to disturbances such as coral bleaching and increasingly vulnerable to fishing and other forms of human activity."

The coral centre's paper, a synthesis of previous research, was published in the journal "Fish and Fisheries" and will discussed at an international symposium on coral reefs in Florida next month.
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Africa: Seeking a Common Position On Climate Change

Inter Press Service (Johannesburg): The Twelfth African Ministerial Conference on Environment (AMCEN) ended five days of deliberations today with governments and civil society agreed -- separately -- on the importance of developing a common position for Africa at next year's climate change talks in Copenhagen. "Climate change is the defining human development and security issue of our generation. Those responsible should compensate the people whose livelihoods have been destroyed as a result," said Ewah Eleri, director of the International Centre for Energy, Environment and Development in Nigeria. Eleri was speaking at a joint press briefing on the sidelines of the conference by 20 civil society organisations (CSOs) from across the continent. The groups said Africa contributes least to greenhouse gas emissions, yet millions of Africans were being forced to daily deal with devastating impacts of climate change. Eleri said mandatory compensation must be paid to Africa by global polluters. He was particularly critical of the suggestion that African governments should obtain loans to fund climate change adaptation "You don't burn someone's house and then offer them a loan to rebuild it," said Eleri. Omokaro Osayade, project officer for environmental group Friends of the Earth Nigeria agreed. "Just as Africa is emerging from a horrible debt trap, we could be re-indebted by developed countries and told to use loans to deal with the horrible damage that has been done to us. We are opposed to re-indebting of the African people by way of climate adaptation loans." The CSOs called on developed countries to contribute at least one percent of their gross domestic product to the climate change adaptation fund. It is estimated that at least $1 billion is needed to help Africa adapt to climate change. http://allafrica.com/stories/200806130005.html
South Africa: Rich Polluters Must Pay Up for Climate Change

Cape Argus (Cape Town): At least USD50-billion is needed to help Africa's nearly one billion people adapt to climate change, and the global polluters most responsible for causing this change must pay mandatory compensation, say African NGOs. In a media statement released on Wednesday, during the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, several groups said it was unfair that millions of Africans were having to live daily with the devastating impacts of climate change, yet had been least responsible for causing it. They were particularly incensed at suggestions that African countries should take loans to fund adaptation strategies. Johannes Chigwada, a Zimbabwean climate change consultant, said the climate change crisis was not of Africa's making, but could be its undoing. The groups called for the rich, developed countries to contribute at least one percent of GDP to the climate change adaptation fund, over and above existing aid commitments. Edna Kaptoyo, programme officer for the Kenyan Indigenous Information Network, said many Africans in rural areas did not understand the climate changes.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200806130073.html
General Environment News

Nigeria: Lagos to Reduce Emission

This Day (Lagos): The city of Lagos as a member of the C40 cities is collaborating with Clinton Climate Initiative towards actualising the reduction of greenhouse gases emission. Speaking on the occasion of the World Environment Day last week, Governor Babatunde Fashola particularly stressed that the indiscriminate emission of carbon dioxide (Co2) is today wrecking havoc in the state just as in the whole country, Africa and the world at large. He was represented at the event held at the LTV Hall, by his deputy, Princess Sarah Adebisi Sosan. The Governor said that collaboration with the Clinton Initiative would help to reduce greenhouse gases emission as well as assist in the following areas: the provision of four compost plants on Badagry and Epe axis, conversion of waste to energy programme, conversion of sawdust and other municipal solid waste residue to briquette, financing downstream waste management support services, intervention in the beautification project in the state by planting 5,000 trees within the metropolis, restoration and remediation of the landfill sites in Ejigbo and Gbagada to capture potential carbon emission. http://allafrica.com/stories/200806130018.html
Namibia: Walvis Bay Makes Biodiversity a Priority

New Era (Windhoek): The Municipality of Walvis Bay is embarking on various initiatives to promote the sustainable protection, utilization and management of biodiversity for the benefit of residents both in the present and future. The most prominent of these initiatives is the Local Action for Biodiversity Project (LAB), a three-year project initiated by the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI), with a focus on enhancing planning and management of biodiversity at the local level. The Municipality of Walvis Bay has been a member of ICLEI since 2003. The LAB is part of the revised Integrated Environmental Policy of the Walvis Bay town, which would pave the way for a more prudent management of the precious and unique environment of Walvis Bay. The Integrated Environmental Policy is the brainchild of the Walvis Bay Municipality's Environmental Management Section within the Municipality's Department of Water, Waste and Environmental Management. According to its policy document, the envisaged environmental policy is a statement of purpose that commits the municipality to certain principles, policy directions and tools for implementation. The Integrated Environmental Policy emerged from the Walvis Bay Local Agenda 21 (WB LA21) Project, as one of its four components. The policy will be implemented with adherence to existing national policies and laws, international treaties and strategies and municipal policies and by-laws. Once implemented, it would be committed to taking a sectoral approach to the management of Walvis Bay's natural and man-made environment. http://allafrica.com/stories/200806130759.html
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Taking stock on Environment Day 

 By Ahmad Rafay Alam, 6/16/2008 

June 5 was commemorated as Environment Day under the sponsorship of the United Nations Environment Programme. There were the usual banners sponsored by the EPA and the Environment Department. The media offered the usual perambulations of stale programming and dull interviews. Nothing inspiring. However, from the low-intensity buzz created by the event, certain trends and thoughts can be identified.

The first is the complete lack of awareness of what factors are involved when we are talking about “the environment.” All too often the phrase is taken too narrowly and shows up the pedestrian mind that employs it. At a PTV interview aired on Environment Day, representatives from the Office of the Chief Conservator of Forests, Punjab, the Parks and Horticulture Authority, the Federal EPA and several NGOs discussed at length the implications of tree-cutting in Lahore, a barbaric habit too many of us refuse to give up. The fact is that trees–as beautiful and oxygen-supplying as they may be–offer little protection against the hundreds of thousands of carbon-monoxide spewing automobile that cram our streets. The environmental problems of our cities and our country are far more complex than the solutions offered by the arboreal.

According to Pakistan’s Initial National Communication on Climate Change issued by the Ministry of Environment in 2003, climate change and its impending effects are not hypothetical. The changes in global temperature expected in this century alone are going to affect our water resources, our agriculture and our ecosystem. But these effects won’t be invisible, like the effects of pollution and climate change have already had on species like the Indus dolphin. Few people have seen an Indus dolphin. Fewer still care. It’s near impossible, in these conditions, for NGOs like the WWF to raise enough awareness to carry out their important mission of rescuing this unfortunate of God’s creations from His Ashraf ul Mukhluqat. The effects of climate change are now inevitable, and will visit everyone of us even at the personal level.

The Initial Communication, which is our government’s first official assessment of the effects climate change will have in our country, worked off an estimate of temperature increase over a 20 and 50 year period. Based on this, glaciers are expected to melt faster, and less and less snow is expected to form in the mountains where our freshwater comes from. This will change the flow of our rivers and any system which depends on them. The increase in temperature will also put heat stress on crops, including “severe stress” on our cash crops: cotton, wheat and sugar. Any affect on crop yields will have the obvious effects on our food supply. It will also wreak havoc in rural society, where families have no other means save the fruit of the soil that they till.

Deforestation is also expected. Pakistan’s forest cover is so embarrassingly low that I won’t mention it in this column (guess: it’s less than 5 percent). And this forest cover is shrinking. The Communication expects that this deforestation, coupled with shifting water resources, will cause landslides. The fragile ecosystems, flora and fauna sustained by what remains of our forest resources are also under threat.

Changing water resources and crop patterns are also expected to result in mass migrations as rural populations follow better climactic conditions. These migrations are in addition to the already high rural-urban migration, and it is estimated that, within another 10 years the majority of the population will live in our congested and polluted urban areas.

Where will these people live? What of their health? Already, more than 50 percent of the residents of the urban areas in Punjab are officially recognised as living in slums. The situation isn’t much different in other cities. What will we use to build ourselves shelter? And where will we get the money to do this? Where will the jobs that afford such simple luxuries come from? Where will the electricity that runs the factories where the jobs are come from? And what of the food that will feed us? It is now impossible to ignore the environment when making the most basic decisions about the future of this country.

The environment and climate change are now reality. Awareness may begin at home, but it’s now well beyond simple platitudes and personal and individual commitments. The problems are so huge that, nowadays, the most important environmentally friendly personal obligation is to lobby government to take proper notice of the environment. And this doesn’t mean just talking about the importance of not cutting trees. It’s more than warning a neighbour burning his garbage. It’s far more complex than not using plastic bags. And it certainly can’t be “solved.”

There is a notion that environmental issues and climate change can be “solved.” This is simply not so. Even if every person in every country in the world magically became carbon-neutral tomorrow, the amount of pollutants currently in the system will see global temperatures rise for at least another 80-100 years. Climate change can hardly be solved, let alone countered by banners and boring television. The Initial Communication suggests that we begin “adapting” to the future now. To do so, we have to ask ourselves some basic questions. 

We need to address our dependence on the fossil fuels. We have to ask how we can adapt our transport infrastructure (the trucks, the trains, the planes and the cars) and make them more environmentally friendly. We need to ask whether we can afford to continue with automobile dependant urban development when smaller cities and public transport are viable options. We need to explore economic policies aimed at this goal. We have to ask questions about the efficiency of our energy use. Twenty-four percent of all the electricity generated in Pakistan is lost in transmission and distribution. Can we afford such inefficiency when there’s an electricity crisis? We need to ask whether we can continue to rely on energy inefficient building techniques. We need to examine the way we use our water resources. This is more than saving water when you brush your teeth. We have to ask whether we can continue with the inefficient system of flood irrigation at a time when there is a water crisis and, moreover, there are almost no cooperative farming or irrigation practices. We need to ask ourselves whether we can continue without adding water reservoirs to our already meagre water resources. These are big questions and pressing issues that need immediate attention. At the moment, though, it seems we can’t figure out whether a president in our Islamic republic can get away with firing and incarcerating the chief justice and the judiciary. It’s with no little sense of irony that one notes the “lawyer’s long march” was entirely automobile dependant and not very environmentally friendly. At this rate, one can be forgiven for thinking the environment is a lost cause.

There’s another notion that Pakistan’s contribution to global climate change is minute compared to developed countries and that, therefore, it’s unfair to expect us to bear equal responsibility (and cost) for mitigation and adaptation measures. Especially since most of the damage done to the Earth to date has been at the hands of now “environmentally advanced” countries. It’s a vogue argument amongst the more controversial environmental activists. It’s also, in the Pakistani context, ultimately specious. I can’t speak for other countries, but we must take top priority action to combat and adapt to climate change in Pakistan, not just because of the predicted effects of climate change but because current levels of pollution and poor environmental regulation is killing us and our economy.

According to an environment assessment the World Bank conducted of Pakistan in 2005, an estimated 20,000 infants die prematurely each year because of our polluted air. An estimated 45 million respiratory diseases are reported annually. Every year, the failing environment and the inefficiencies it creates costs of exchequer an estimated $6 billion. We are currently experiencing a national tragedy of the scale of the Oct 5 earthquake on an annual basis. That’s argument enough to put the environment at Top National Priority. At Red Alert, no less.

The writer is an advocate of the high court and a member of the adjunct faculty at LUMS. He has an interest in urban planning. Email: ralam@ nexlinx.net.pk

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?id=118682 
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U.N. Warns of 650 Million Deaths by Smoking

Sat, 2008-06-14 01:12 

By Thalif Deen - Inter Press Service 

United Nations, 14 June, (IPS): Of the more than 1.3 billion smokers alive today, about 650 million will eventually be killed by tobacco, warns a new U.N. report released here.

"Unlike most other causes of death, tobacco kills people during their most productive years," adds the 19-page study by the U.N. Adhoc Inter-Agency Task Force on Tobacco Control. 

The 20-member task force comprises representatives of virtually all the key U.N. agencies and sister organizations, including the World Bank, U.N. Children's Fund (UNICEF), the U.N. Development Programme (UNDP), the World Health Organization (WHO), the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Labor Organization (ILO). 

The report, which will go before the upcoming session of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), Jun. 30 - Jul. 25, points to a recent study that estimated 5.4 million deaths caused by smoking in 2005 alone. 

The number of deaths is expected to rise to 8.3 million in 2030, with more than 80 percent occurring in developing countries. 

Overall, the share of tobacco-related diseases in the total disease burden worldwide is expected to rise: from 2.6 percent in 1990 to almost 10 percent in 2015, "killing more people than any single disease, including being responsible for 50 percent more deaths than HIV/AIDS." 

As recognized by ECOSOC, tobacco use not only has negative health, social and environmental consequences but also undermines U.N. efforts towards poverty alleviation, the report says. 

Tobacco use is linked to a range of serious diseases that include various cancers (lung, trachea, bronchus, mouth, stomach, and esophagus) cardiovascular (ischemic heart disease and cerebrovascular disease) and respiratory and digestive diseases. 

According to survey data gathered from youth aged 13-15 years, prevalence of exposure to tobacco smoke can be above 80 percent in Europe; above 60 percent in the Americas; and around 50 percent in Africa, Southeast Asia, Western Pacific and the Eastern Mediterranean regions. 

The FAO estimates that while production of tobacco is decreasing in developed countries, it is expanding in the developing world. 

In the 1970s, developing countries produced a little under 60 percent of the world's tobacco. By 2010, the study predicts, they could be producing more than 80 percent. 

"This reflects both the lower cost of production and a marked increase in demand in the developing countries," it says. 

Still, the global momentum created by the increasing adherence to the right to enjoy smoke-free air has resulted in an increasing number of countries (such as Bhutan, Estonia, France, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Malta, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Uganda and Uruguay) implementing smoke-free air laws. 

And a U.N. survey on smoking bans shows "encouraging results, with the majority of U.N. premises already smoke-free." 

However, although most U.N. agencies work in a smoke-free environment, the Secretariat in New York is yet to impose a total ban on smoking in its 39-storeyed building. 

A resolution adopted by ECOSOC in July 2006 recommended that the General Assembly, at is 61st session in 2007, consider the implementation of "a complete ban on smoking at all United Nations indoor premises, at Headquarters as well as at regional and country offices throughout the U.N. system." 

The resolution also called for the implementation of "a complete ban on sales of tobacco products at all U.N. premises." 

But no action was taken by the General Assembly. The report reiterates its request to the General Assembly to consider this matter at its 63rd session in September this year. 

Kathy Mulvey, international policy director for Corporate Accountability International, says that banning smoking on the premises of the United Nations would protect the health of workers, diplomats and visitors, and demonstrate the U.N.'s recognition of the dangers of tobacco smoke. 

However, she pointed out, the United Nations has at its fingertips an instrument with even greater power: the global tobacco treaty. Formally known as the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, it is one of the most widely embraced treaties in the history of the United Nations. 

"It now protects 80 percent of the world's people in more than 150 countries, with legally binding measures like a ban on tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship and an obligation to insulate public health policy from tobacco industry interference," Mulvey told IPS. 

All arms of the United Nations can do more to support the WHO in implementing this groundbreaking treaty, she added. - Inter Press Service – 

http://www.asiantribune.com/?q=node/11770 
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60 pc under-5 children live with death or disability threat

UNB, Dhaka

More than 60 percent of the country's total under-five child population is living with high death or disability threat because of indoor pollution, according to a research article.

It says 90 in 100 children on average are affected by indoor air pollution every hour in Bangladesh. People living in urban slums, high-rise apartments or in old and dark houses suffer the most. The indoor air pollutants infect almost 88 per cent of the total population.

Citing statistics of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and EPA, the article says about 2.8 million premature deaths occur every year due to indoor air pollution. As many as 80 percent of all diseases in the world are associated with water usage or poor environmental hygiene. The household environment of the poor people, especially women and children in developing countries, carries the biggest risks to health.

A study conducted by Environment and Social Development Organization-ESDO mentioned that in Bangladesh, both urban and rural areas, face the greatest threat from indoor pollution, where about 110 million (11 crore) people continue to rely on traditional fuels such as firewood, charcoal, and cow dung, LPG or natural gas and crude oil for cooking and heating.

Concentrations of indoor pollutants in households that burn traditional fuels are alarming. Burning such fuels produces large amount of smoke and other air pollutants in the confined space of a home, resulting in high exposure. Women and children are the groups most vulnerable as they spend more time indoors and are exposed to the smoke.

The study says people spend their day in different places-indoors at home and at work and outdoors on fields and crowded roads. These different places can have different levels of air pollution. How much pollution a person breathes depends very much on whether he or she is rich or poor, man or woman, infant or elderly.

The study indicates that particulate matters concentrate in kitchens due to the burning of bio-fuels which are known to be as higher as 30-55 times as per the WHO standard, while concentrations at the workplace for primary workers can be as high as 15-25 times the standard. Though outdoor concentrations are about 2.5-3.5 times in urban and rural Bangladesh as per the WHO standard, it is 10-15 times the standard in the country's slums.

Air pollution causes a range of health impacts from increasing the risk of death to increased asthma attacks, causing losses of income and greater medical expenses.

The study estimates that the deaths and asthma attack due to various forms of indoor pollution are three times higher nationwide than outdoor pollution. 

Though most research efforts and media attention have focused on outdoor air pollution, the indoor air situation, which is most important for human life, has been ignored.

The study found that about 80-100 per cent of women and children are exposed daily to indoor pollution. The ESDO study targeted infants living in slums of Dhaka and also studied their health status. 

The article written by Dr Hossain Shahriar says the World Bank in 1992 designated indoor air pollution in the developing countries as one of the four most critical global environmental problems. Daily averages of pollutant level emitted indoors often exceed the current WHO guidelines and acceptable levels.

He says although several hundred separate chemical agents have been identified in the smoke from bio-fuels, the four most serious pollutants are particulate, carbon monoxide, polycyclic organic matter, and formaldehyde.

According to the study of the ESDO and EPA of the USA, in urban areas, exposure to indoor air pollution has increased due to a variety of reasons including the construction of more tightly sealed buildings, reduced ventilation, the use of synthetic materials for building and furnishing and the use of chemical products, pesticides, and household care products.

Indoor air pollution can begin within the building or be drawn in from outdoors. Other than nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide and lead, there are a number of other pollutants that affect the air quality in an enclosed space.

"Unfortunately, little has been done to monitor the poor indoor environment both in rural and urban areas," the article says.

http://nation.ittefaq.com/issues/2008/06/14/news0348.htm 

........................................................

Forest conservation may have negative impacts

13 Jun 2008, 1725 hrs IST,ANI 

WASHINGTON: Scientists have suggested that plans to conserve forests may have potential negative impacts on some ecosystems. 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is currently discussing ways of Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) in developing countries. 

REDD has great potential to deliver benefits for biodiversity and people, as well as for the climate. 

However, it is likely that these benefits will be concentrated in forests with high carbon stocks and that land use change may shift to low-carbon forests and other ecosystems important for biodiversity. 

According to Dr Lera Miles, Acting Head of the Climate Change and Biodiversity Programme at the United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC), "Land use change, mostly deforestation, accounts for 18-25% of global annual greenhouse gas emissions." 

"We support the initiative to conserve forests, which will help to address this growing problem as well as maintain valuable habitats; however, we are concerned about potential unintended negative impacts on some ecosystems." 

If forests are protected through REDD without addressing the underlying causes of forest clearance, such as increasing demand for food, then some clearance of natural ecosystems will simply shift to other areas and different habitats will be destroyed, according to Miles. 

Dr Miles and her colleague and co-author of the paper Dr Valerie Kapos, Visiting Fellow at the University of Cambridge and Senior Advisor at UNEP-WCMC, suggest that a shift in the focus of conservation investment may be needed to counteract these potential side effects of REDD. 

Increased conservation focus may be needed on forests with lower carbon density, which would be less valuable in carbon terms, but still rich in biodiversity, and on non-forest ecosystems such as savannahs, grasslands and wetlands, which would also be under increased pressure. 

According to Dr Kapos, "Currently, much conservation investment is focused on species-rich tropical forests. A successful REDD mechanism would direct far more funds to tropical forests than are currently available for biodiversity conservation." 

"We suggest that in such a scenario, strategies for conservation investment will need urgent re-thinking," he added.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Flora__Fauna/Forest_conservation_may_have_negative_impacts/articleshow/3126798.cms 
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Who pays the price of speculators' greed? 

Fri, 13 Jun 2008 18:32:08 

By Press TV  

While the world faces one of its worst crisis and millions of people are struggling with starvation and death, analysts point finger at several factors. 

Soaring oil prices, high consumption of food products in developing countries including India and China, and unprecedented drought in Australia, one of the major producers of wheat and rice are among factors analysts blame for the hike in food prices. 

Although such factors have contributed to the current situation they cannot explain why food prices have been skyrocketing in the past six months. 

"We have enough food on this planet today to feed everyone," says the head of the UN Environment Program, Achim Steiner, but "the way that markets and supplies are currently being influenced by perceptions of future markets is distorting access to that food." 

"Real people and real lives are being affected by a dimension that is essentially speculative," says Steiner. 

According to the UN official millions "have found themselves unable to pay for food" as food prices began to go through the roof since the beginning of 2008. 

Now, millions of people across the world are struggling with what Josette Sheeran of the World Food Program (WFP) describes as "a silent tsunami". 

Although the issue of food crisis has recently been grabbing headlines, public media have barely scratched the surface of the catastrophic situation. The reason is obvious: in a capitalistic dog-eat-dog world the exchange market must be considered as a source of prosperity and no one should be allowed to cast doubt on its sacredness. 

In his article The trading frenzy that sent prices soaringpublished by the Newstatesman, Iain Macwhirter, writes: "The reason for food 'shortages' is speculation in commodity futures following the collapse of the financial derivatives markets. Desperate for quick returns, dealers are taking trillions of dollars out of equities and mortgage bonds and ploughing them into food and raw materials. It's called the 'commodities super-cycle' on Wall Street, and it is likely to cause starvation on an epic scale." 

The reality is that hedge funds and speculators have found future food contracts a lucrative field of activity which can be considered as a license to print money. 

The injection of these large sums of money into the marked has created artificial demands which have sent food prices soaring; however, this lucrative trade has so far claimed 100 million lives and left many others struggling with poverty and hunger. 

The price of wheat is estimated to be increased by 73 percent by the end of 2008. The situation for other food items is not better: the price of soybeans is expected to rise by 54 percent and that of soybeans oil by 49 percent. 

Deutsche Bank estimates that the prices of corn, one of the main food sources, would double over a short period of time. 

"Just like the boom in house prices, commodity price inflation feeds on itself. The more prices rise, and big profits are made, the more others invest, hoping for big returns. Look at the financial websites: everyone and their mother is piling into commodities. It is the great bull market of the Noughties. The trouble is that if you are one of the 2.8 billion people, almost half the world's population, who live on less than $2 a day, you may pay for these profits with your life. 

This speculation doesn't happen on its own, however. Commodities such as gold and oil are favourite "hedges" against falling currencies. But this time all manner of other commodities, such as wheat and rice, have been swept along in the inflationary slipstream," Macwhirter adds. 

The issue of future contracts and speculations is not the only contributing factor in the current global crisis; the industrialized world's US-led drive to use food products for developing bio fuels has fanned the flames of famine and hunger across the world. 

The developed nations justify their move which UN officials described as "a crime against humanity" by the notion that such fuel resources would cut their dependency on fossil fuels whose resources are mainly located in other parts of the world. The US grants heavy subsidies ($11-12billion) for the production of ethanol corn every year. 

At the beginning of a recent FAO summit in Rome, Jacques Diouf, the head the UN organization lashed out at the US over the issue: 

"Nobody understands [why] $11-12 billion of subsidies in 2006 and protective tariff policies [should be used to] divert 100 million tons of cereals from human consumption, mostly to satisfy a thirst for fuel for vehicles." 

As Indian Finance Minister P. Chidambaram says converting food products to bio fuel is "the most foolish thing" that humanity can do and should be condemned, yet Washington encourages farmers to follow this unwise practice, isn't it surprising? 

The painful fact is that we have enough food to feed the world but many people, mainly innocent children, have to die to satisfy "the deadly greed" of speculators and certain politicians. 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail.aspx?id=59840&sectionid=3510303 

General environment news

Rescue efforts continue in Japan´s quake-hit areas

Source: CCTV.com | 06-16-2008 08:45

At least nine people are now confirmed dead and more than 200 others injured in northeastern Japan after Saturday's earthquake. 

1,200 recurers are making extensive efforts to locate people still missing, stranded or injured in the areas worst-hit by the 7.2-magnitude quake at 8:43 a.m. on Saturday. 

The quake triggered several major landslides, blocking roads and stranding 100 bathers at a hot spring resort. 

Eleven people were still missing on Saturday evening as darkness fell. Search crews have had to hike mountain trails and dig their way into the worst-hit areas. 

Military helicopters have arrived in the quake zone, ferrying in supplies and flying the injured to hospitals. 

More than 240 aftershocks have jolted the area, and officials are warning of possible strong quakes in coming days. 

Train service, water and electricity have been restored in most areas. 

Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda says the government is mobilizing troops and doing everything it can to find the missing and treat the injured. 

Yasuo Fukuda said, "Our most important task is to save as many lives as possible, and we are doing the best we can." 

Saturday's quake was centered in the northern prefecture of Iwate, and was felt as far away as Tokyo, 400 kilometers to the south.

http://www.cctv.com/english/20080616/101382.shtml 
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Australian PM pledges cooperation with Indonesia president        

Saturday, 14 June 2008  

by Stephen Coates*

Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd promised yesterday a "new phase of cooperation" with Indonesia on issues such as disaster response and the environment during his first state visit to Jakarta.

Rudd praised the "very strong friendship" between the two neighbours after he met President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and senior ministers at the presidential palace.

But while security dominated the relationship in the years after the 2002 Bali bombings, Rudd outlined a range of other concerns which he said would shape the partnership in future.

These ranged from deforestation and climate change to the evolution of regional institutions to cope with the challenges of the coming Asian century.

"Australia and Indonesia are neighbours through geographic circumstance but we are friends through active national choice, and this is a very good friendship," he told reporters after the talks.

Rudd said he and Yudhoyono had agreed to broaden cooperation over security and the fight against regional terror groups that remained their "common enemy."

But the talks also touched on nuclear weapons proliferation, climate change and disaster response in the aftermath of the Myanmar and China catastrophes.

"Indonesia has experienced the tsunami, the people of Burma (Myanmar) the terrible impact of the cyclone, the people of western China the earthquake most recently," Rudd said.

"We do not know where a natural disaster will hit but between us we believe we can take a good and strong proposal" for a regional disaster-response system to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) meeting next year, Rudd said.

The two leaders also discussed Rudd's plans for an Asia-Pacific Community to be set up by 2020 including the major economies of India, China, India and the United States.

He said the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and APEC had provided models of regional cooperation but this diplomatic architecture needed to "evolve" for the challenges of the 21st century.

The new bloc would not infringe on national sovereignty or replace existing structures, but had to be capable of addressing security and political issues in addition to the mainly economic focus of ASEAN and APEC.

Rudd attended the Bali climate change conference in December but this was his first state visit to Indonesia since he defeated conservative prime minister John Howard in elections in November.

He flew into Jakarta late Thursday on the second leg of an Asian trip which started in Japan on the weekend. He will travel to Sumatra's Aceh province today to visit areas devastated by the 2004 tsunami.

Rudd and Yudhoyono signed an agreement to link rainforest protection to emerging global carbon markets through the use of Australian technology to track carbon stored in Indonesia's jungles.

"The carbon credits from avoided deforestation, in other words the preservation of rainforests, could be an alternative source of revenue for many people in regions of Indonesia," Rudd told business leaders after the meeting.

"There is real potential for Australia and Indonesia to lead the world here. We share a goal of having avoided deforestation recognised in future climate change agreements."

Rudd broke with the policies of the Howard government and ratified the Kyoto treaty in one of his first acts after taking power.

Yudhoyono thanked Rudd for Australia's extensive aid programmes which are expected to reach some two billion dollars over the next five years.

He also welcomed the strong growth of direct Australian investment.

"Last year it rose by 73 percent and I'm looking forward to further investment from Australian partners," he said.

http://www.macaudailytimesnews.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=12483&Itemid=32 
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Rainstorms kill at least 57 in S China 

16/6/2008 9:25 

At least 57 people have been killed and 1.27 million people relocated as rainstorms and floods ravaged nine provinces and region in south China, according to the Ministry of Civil Affairs and Guangdong Province yesterday. 

The Ministry of Civil Affairs said 55 people were killed and another seven people were reported missing as of 9 pm on Saturday. A total of 17.87 million people have been affected. 

However, Guangdong reported two more deaths on Sunday, bringing death toll to 20 in the province and 57 nationwide. Eight others were missing and 5.76 million people in 17 Guangdong cities were affected, the provincial flood control and drought relief headquarters said. 

The disaster damaged crops on 860,500 hectares of farms, including total crop failure on 90,200 hectares. It toppled down 45,000 houses and damaged 141,000. The direct economic loss stood at 10.61 billion yuan (US$1.53 billion). 

Rainstorms and floods have ravaged the provinces of Zhejiang, Anhui, Jiangxi, Hubei, Hunan, Guangdong, Guizhou and Yunnan and the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region since June 6, the ministry said. Guangdong was on full alert as floods in the swollen rivers of Xijiang and Beijiang were expected to converge in Foshan City on Monday. 

Fourteen monitoring sites on the two rivers recorded water levels above danger lines, the headquarters said. 

The Guangdong maritime bureau closed up the navigation routes in the Zhaoqing section of Xijiang and the Qingyuan section of Beijiang starting from 1:40 pm and 1:50 pm yesterday respectively. 

Heavy rain in the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region triggered landslides, mud-rock flows and floods, affecting more than 6.8 million people and forcing the evacuation of 838,800, said the Guangxi civil affairs department. Crops were destroyed and houses toppled down. Losses so far total 3.7 billion yuan, the department said. 

In Hunan Province, nearly 2 million people have been affected and more than 260,000 had to be evacuated from Yongzhou City. Flooding occurred in all 11 counties and districts of the city, leading to the collapse of 15,000 houses. 

There were no reports of casualties in Yongzhou, said the local flood control and drought relief headquarters yesterday. 

In Jiangxi, 3.87 million people have been affected and losses total 3.37 billion yuan. About 210,000 people were put to fight floods. 

About 12,000 people stranded by flood have been rescued so far in Jiangxi. 

The National Meteorological Center forecast more rains in southern parts of the country for the next few days. 

http://english.eastday.com/eastday/englishedition/node20676/userobject1ai3656535.html 
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China top carbon emitter, Beijing under pressure

14 Jun 2008, 2219 hrs IST,REUTERS 

BEIJING: China's ranking as top emitter of the main planet-warming gas, carbon dioxide, seemed confirmed by a Dutch report, putting more pressure on Beijing to come up with their own figures, experts said. 

The finding from the Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency (PBL) is the third published in English by either European or US-based researchers to show China at the top. 

It says China's CO2 emissions raced 14 per cent ahead of the total emitted by the United States last year. 

One of the report's biggest effects will be to put more pressure on the central government to speed up the process of tallying its own total greenhouse gas emissions. 

"No matter how many of these kinds of reports are released, you still need the confirmation from China to really confirm the story," said Greenpeace China's Beijing-based climate and energy campaign manager Ailun Yang. 

Even without China's confirmation, Friday's report represented the consensus view, said Isabel Hilton, editor of bilingual Mandarin-English China Dialogue website, which publishes reports about China's environment. 

The delay in Beijing's confirmation reflected reluctance. 

"As the Chinese saying goes, the tall tree attracts the wind. The government is conscious that being the largest emitter by volume, along with a vigorous program of building coal-fired power stations, risks putting China at a moral disadvantage in international diplomacy," said Hilton. 

The Dutch report ranked India, another fast-developing Asian giant with a population of more than one billion, as the third biggest national emitter, at eight percent of the global total. 

Pressure is building to include big developing countries in global targets ahead of a U.N.-led meeting in Copenhagen in 2009, which is expected to forge a broader pact to fight greenhouse gas emissions to replace the Kyoto Protocol after 2012. 

But experts, including the Dutch report writers, say that the third major academic analysis to place China top does not mean that the fast-developing nation is a global bad guy. 

"To put things in perspective you should also look at national circumstances like emissions per capita and GDP (income) per capita, which is much smaller in the case of China," said PBL's senior scientist Jos Olivier. 

As superficially attractive as national rankings are, the picture they give is somewhat misleading, said Gavin Edwards, head of Greenpeace International's climate campaign. 

"We live in a globalised world with global trade. Take any random major corporation which has large outlets in the West, you'll find large manufacturing bases in places like China. So it's very hard to decide who those emissions belong to." 

Announced just as a U.N.-sponsored meeting on emissions cuts winds down in Bonn, and a few weeks before a major G8 meeting on the issue in Japan, the ranking might further heat up global discussions. 

"(China's ranking) will certainly increase pressure for developing countries to join a post-Kyoto regime," said Hilton. 

"The developed countries are responsible for the past. The developing countries, as the ratings show, hold the world's climate future in their hands." 

China accounted for two-thirds of last year's global 3.1 per cent rise in carbon emissions, from consumption of fossil fuels and cement production, but China's per-capita emissions still lagged far behind those of the United States, at 5.1 and 19.4 tonnes per person respectively, the report said.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Earth/China_top_polluter/articleshow/3129697.cms 
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Oman

Environment ministry hosts GCC panel meeting

MUSCAT — Oman, represented by the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs, will host today a meeting of the GCC Environmental Media and Awareness Committee. The session will discuss issuing a regular environmental publication, environmental conference of GCC university students to be held in Qatar and the third Environmental Forum for the Gulf Youth which will be hosted by Oman in summer. The method to hold a workshop to study environmental concepts in curricula, regional workshop to train cadres in environmental education and the importance of preparing an environmental field activities guide for GCC schools will also be discussed.

http://www.omanobserver.com/
UAE

Support grows for Go Green drive

Abu Dhabi: A retail chain will on Monday introduce environment-friendly shopping bags in support of Gulf News's Go Green campaign. 

About 10 outlets of the Abu Dhabi Cooperative Society (Adcoops) will start using eco-friendly bags. George Mojica, General Manager of Adcoops, said it is extending its support to Gulf News's Go Green campaign by introducing oxo-biodegradable bags.

Meanwhile, over 25 million used tyres in Abu Dhabi pose a threat as they are dumped in landfills and desert areas. Majid Al Mansouri, secretary-general of the Environment Agency of Abu Dhabi and chairman of the Higher Committee for Waste Management, told Gulf News, companies have been dumping tyres because of the absence of a waste disposal mechanism.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/08/06/16/10221482.html
Recycling tires will help save environment

Abu Dhabi: There are over 25 million used tires in Abu Dhabi. Often they get dumped illegally in landfills and desert areas, posing a grave environmental hazard.

These dumping sites have also turned into ideal breeding grounds for pests and are fire risks.

Efforts are under way to eliminate the problem by recycling tires and by regulating waste disposal. 

Speaking to Gulf News, Majid Al Mansouri, the secretary-general of the Environment Agency of Abu Dhabi (EAD) and chairman of the Higher Committee for Waste Management in the emirate, said companies have been dumping tires in the desert or illegal landfills because of the absence of an organised waste disposal mechanism. 
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Putting an end to the problem is very important, he said. "Last year, a fire broke out at a dumping site in Al Ain, which was contained quickly. But it is alarming, because burning tires emit pollutants into the atmosphere."

He said efforts are under way to find a suitable contractor to recycle used tires and create useful products such as mats to be used as flooring at playgrounds.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10221396.html
Abu Dhabi retail chain introduces safe biodegradable plastic bags

Abu Dhabi: About 1.3 tonnes of plastic bags will not be dumped in Abu Dhabi everyday from Monday thanks to the green initiative of a retail chain. 

About 10 outlets of the Abu Dhabi Cooperative Society (Adcoops), which uses about 35 to 40 tonnes of plastic bags a month, will start using environment-friendly shopping bags from today, a senior official told Gulf News. 

George Mojica, General Manager of Adcoops, said Adcoops is extending its support to Gulf News' 'Go Green' campaign by introducing oxo-biodegradable bags, which disintegrate within eight to 10 weeks if exposed to the sun or mechanical stress. 

Other biodegradable bags take at least 18 months to disintegrate. Oxo-biodegradable bags don't leave behind harmful residues and complete the cycle of resource utilisation and return the intractable plastics to their natural origin. 





Although the biodegradable bags are 20 to 25 per cent costlier than ordinary plastic bags, the cost will never be transferred to consumers, he said. 

Social responsibility
"It is a gift to our consumers as part of our social responsibility, to take a strong step on the issue, so that others in the industry may follow suit," said Mojica. 

"In spite of the additional overhead costs, we are making a conscious change for a worthy cause," said Faisal Al Arshi, deputy general manager of Adcoops.

'Foldable and reusable'
People can soon keep shopping bags in their pockets. "We will introduce foldable reusable plastic bags, which will be user friendly," George Mojica, General Manager of Adcoops, told Gulf News. 

"We are designing beautiful bags that will prompt customers to avoid ordinary plastic bags.

"We received good response to our reusable plastic bags priced Dh2, introduced a couple of months ago," he said.

http://archive.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10221373.html
Lebanon

Summer weather brings healthy crowds back to beaches of Jbeil

JBEIL: As the small tourist haven of Jbeil (also known as Byblos) opens its doors for visitors who seek history, culture, and sunny beaches, the ghosts of past conflicts still wash up on the shores. Almost two years after Israel's bombing of the Jiyyeh power plant south of Beirut, oil can still be found in the water along the coastline. This is a risk many are more than willing to take as Jbeil's beautiful beaches and the warm waves of the Mediterranean Sea entice bikini-clad tourists and locals seeking relaxation with their friends and family. However, some swimmers get an unpleasant surprise. 

"People complain when they go out of the water and see oil on their legs," said an employee of Edde Sands, a luxurious beach, pool and restaurant hotspot that charges LL23,000 for entry. When asked if the water was clean, the employee, who wished to remain anonymous, replied "in my opinion, no." He told The Daily Star that a customer had complained about oil stains on their legs earlier that day. 

As for the beaches themselves, he said that lifeguards clean the sand every morning. When asked if he goes in the water, he explained that employees are not allowed to swim at Edde Sands, but he still enjoys the rocky beaches nearby. 

When Israel bombed the Jiyyeh power station during the summer 2006 war, 10,000 to 15,000 tons of oil spilled into the Mediterranean. The environmental damage was enormous, and the clean-up process took an international effort. While the vast majority of the oil is now gone, small pockets still linger as grim reminders. 

Everyone who lives in and around Jbeil knows about the ugly underside to their beautiful sea. Many choose to enjoy their beaches anyways, shrugging off the oil with a sad but practical optimism, refusing to let past disasters ruin their weekend relaxation. 

"The beach two years ago was as black as these sunglasses," said Chady Azar, a beachgoer from Jbeil. "A year ago it was not black, but you could still see the oil." Azar still has stained rocks that he collected during the 2006 oil spill. He says when he first saw the oil washing up on the shores of his town, he got a headache from the fumes.

Nadim Inaty also remembers the spill, and is grateful for the help from the international community in cleaning the waters. Although from Sin al-fil, Inaty is fond of Jbeil. 

"Whenever I'm here I feel the happiness of the history and of the place," she said. 

Both Azar and Inaty still enjoy the beaches of Jbeil, and for good reason. The warm sea and the soft sand seem too enticing to worry about any remaining waste. Azar and Inaty came to the beach in May, during the worst of the political instability. Back then the beaches were nearly deserted. Now they predict that tourists will stream to Jbeil's waters, because of the newfound stability, and more importantly, the summer heat. 

Already the beaches are crowded again. Sunbathing women peer over their sunglasses at children splashing at the shore. Couples drift out into the sea to be alone. The crowd pulses with smiles and laughter. Farther down the coast, men cast fishing lines from a small island within wading distance of the shore. Just another day at the beach. 

Jbeil was known as Gubla to the Canaanites, Gebal to the Phoenicians, and Byblos to the Greeks. It's one of the oldest continually inhabited cities in the world, and once supplied the Greek empire with its papyrus. 

The town is perfect for tourists, with the narrow, cobblestone streets of its markets, the ancient relics in its museums and historical sites, the impressive list of upcoming music festivals, and, of course, its pristine beaches. 

Tourists will come, and the dark residue of past wars will gradually fade from the waters and the sands. For the same resilient people who visited nightclubs while Israel was dropping bombs around them, and sat on the beach while conflict sparked up nationwide, no ghosts in the water will keep them from enjoying a good swim.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=93140
Qatar

Ras Laffan water projects complete

THREE projects to boost waste water treatment facilities in Ras Laffan Industrial City (RLC) have just been completed.
Ras Laffan has stringent regulations related to effluent discharge and environment protection standards. 
According to Metito, the international desalination, water, and wastewater treatment specialist, which carried out the project, the total value of the job is QR21mn.
The three projects, built over eight months, would treat 2mn gallons of waste water daily. Covering all stages of waste water treatment, the projects form an integral part of the expansion plan of Ras Laffan.


Metito designed, engineered, manufactured and delivered the equipment, then complemented its services by carrying out the installation and commissioning through its local set up in Doha. 


“The projects mark the completion of yet another challenging project for Metito. We are proud to be instrumental in the growth of one of the world’s largest gas processing cities,” said Bassem Halabi, Metito’s group business development director.
Ras Laffan Industrial City is an energy hub incorporating a deep-water port. 
This port is the world’s largest LNG (liquefied natural gas) exporting facility, making it increasingly popular with energy exporters who are able to quickly transport gas extracted from the adjacent North Field’s 900tn cubic feet of natural gas reserves. 
The resulting rapid expansion of Ras Laffan Industrial City will see it grow from its current size of 106sq km to around 250sq km. 


This quick growth made rapid and fault-free installation of the waste water treatment facilities vital, the official said.

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=224640&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
Environment protection top priority, says Qapco

QAPCO was a major participant at the Qatar Petroleum Environment Fair 2008 which was held at the Doha Exhibition Centre recently. 
The petrochemical major said it takes the lead "in investing and adopting advanced environment-friendly technologies to protect environment".
The company's safety and environment department has led its own projects, which are designed to reduce sources of pollution and contribute to overall environment protection.
As part of the fair, Qapco distributed flowers, saplings and planting kits to visitors. The company's environment slogan is "Plant a flower today for a better tomorrow."  
Qapco general manager Mohamed Yousef al-Mulla said environment protection was one of the company's top priorities.
"We are keen to raise environment awareness among all our staff members and fully abide by the environmental legislations and regulations issued by Qatar Supreme Council of the Environment & Natural Resources. Qapco has been awarded the ISO 14001:2004 certification in Environment Management System (EMS) for its implementing and complying with the high environmental standards. We will continue working for our industrial progress, but we are committed to environment preservation as well," he said.
Qapco's senior managers were present at the event. They included Fahad Zainal, group manager (administration and support services), Abdulrahman al-Abdulla, group manager (commercial and marketing), Saleh al-Halaki, group manager (major projects), Jassim al-Malki, (safety & environment), Mishael Mohamed A al-Ansari, manager (public relations), Amal Ajlan al-Kuwari, head (communications & administration) and Hamoud al-Enzi, (public relations).


http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=224647&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
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Latest UN climate change talks end with calls for speedier negotiations 
13 June - The latest round of United Nations-sponsored global climate change talks ended today in Bonn, Germany, with calls to step up the pace of negotiations in the run up to next year’s crucial summit in Copenhagen. 

“We now have a clearer understanding among governments on what countries would ultimately like to see written into a long-term agreement to address climate change,” said Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). “But with a little more than a year to go to Copenhagen, the challenge to come to that agreement remains daunting,” he added. 

The talks, which brought together participants from 170 countries, led, among other things, to an agreement that practical technology transfer efforts would be scaled up – in particular for Africa, small island developing States and least developed countries. 

“What is ultimately required is a clever financial architecture to generate the money developing countries will need to green their economies and adapt to the inevitable effects of climate change,” Mr. de Boer said. 

Two further rounds of UN-sponsored negotiations will take place this year in Ghana and Poland. 

A further series of major UNFCCC negotiating sessions are planned for 2009, culminating at the UN Climate Change Conference to be held in Copenhagen in December 2009. 

The aim of the negotiations is to create a successor pact to the Kyoto Protocol, which expires in 2012, on greenhouse gas emissions reduction.
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**Climate Change
The latest round of UN-sponsored global climate change negotiations concluded today in Bonn, Germany.  The conference, which drew more than 2,000 participants from 170 countries, was part of a series of meetings designed to negotiate a UN climate change deal in Copenhagen in 2009.  It was the second major UN climate change meeting this year following the launch of negotiations in Bali in 2007.  Three important workshops on adaptation, finance and technology took place in Bonn, designed to deepen the understanding of the issues related to the building blocks of the Copenhagen agreement.

Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, said there was now a clearer understanding among Governments on what countries would ultimately like to see written into a long-term agreement to address climate change.  The next meeting of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change will take place in Accra, Ghana, at the end of August, and will focus on reducing emissions from deforestation in developing countries and sector-specific approaches, for example, for steel or cement sectors, when tackling climate change.  We have a press release upstairs.
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "National" ��The National (UEA): The case of the disappearing lakes�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Gulftimes" ��Gulf Times: Qapco honours art contest winners�


� HYPERLINK  \l "threat" ��The New Nation (Bangladesh): 60 pc under-5 children live with death or disability threat�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tribune" ��Asian Tribune (Thailand): U.N. Warns of 650 Million Deaths by Smoking�


� HYPERLINK  \l "harvesting" ��Sun (Antigua and Barbuda): Rainwater harvesting: A common sense solution to water security�


� HYPERLINK  \l "lance" ��Actu-environnement.com :Le PNUE lance un projet pour gérer les déchets dangereux en Côte d'Ivoire�


� HYPERLINK  \l "africatime" ��Africatime.com : AFRIQUE : A la recherche d'une position commune sur le changement climatique�




















PAGE  
1

